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LEED: Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design

The LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) Green Building Rating System® is a revolutionary, consensus-based national standard for developing high-performance, sustainable buildings. LEED standards include:

· LEED-NC: New commercial construction and major renovation projects

· LEED-EB: Existing building operations

· LEED-CI: Commercial interiors projects

· LEED-CS: Core and shell projects

· LEED-H: Homes

· LEED-ND: Neighborhood development

The Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design rating system 

The LEED® rating system is broken down into five distinct categories.  These constitute design and construction practices that significantly reduce or eliminate the negative impact of buildings on the environment and occupants in the following broad areas:

· Sustainable site planning
· Safeguarding water and water efficiency
· Energy efficiency and renewable energy
· Conservation of materials and resources
· Indoor environmental quality 

LEED defines a threshold for green buildings and introduces a tool to promote and guide comprehensive and integrated building design.  LEED is performance-based where possible, compatible with standard design processes, self-evaluating, self-documenting, but not self-certifying. The United States Green Building Council also known as USGBC provides the certification.

Credits are given for specific categories within the 5 distinct areas, for example:

EA Credit 1 (Optimize Energy Performance)

· The intent of this section is to achieve energy performance above the prerequisite standards to reduce environmental impacts associated with excessive energy use.

· Credits 1 - 10

It is important to note that no specific products or design strategies can be credited.  The entire project or building is credited and eventually certified, but never a particular product.  The intent is that the building as a whole uses a variety of design strategies and products that together contribute to “green” building.  Two Gold rated buildings may use completely different systems and strategies. The individual credits contribute to give the project and overall rating as follows:

Four levels of LEED certification:

· Certified Level
26 - 32 points 


· Silver Level 

33 - 38 points 


· Gold Level

39 - 51 points

· Platinum Level
52+ points (69 possible)

Most projects are at the Certified and Silver level, Gold and Platinum buildings are the “prestigious” green buildings and are the most difficult to obtain.

The following steps are required for the certification process:

1. Register the Project to initiate a relationship with USGBC and receive orientation materials. Registration during pre-design phase is highly recommended.
2. Technical Support comes in the form of the Reference Guide and Credit Rulings. In some cases, the design team may encounter questions about the application of a LEED prerequisite or credit to the specifics of their project. The project contact should first thoroughly consult the Reference Guide. If questions remain, the contact should use the following credit interpretation procedure: 

· The project contact reviews the intent of the credit or prerequisite in question to self-evaluate whether their project meets this intent.

· The project contact reviews the LEED Credit Rulings Page for a previously logged credit interpretation request (CIR) that may assist in answering their particular question. All LEED project contacts have access to this page.

· If no similar or relevant credit interpretation has been logged, then the project contact may submit an on-line CIR to the USGBC. 

· Within two to five weeks, the USGBC Credit Ruling Committee posts its decision on the Credit Rulings Page.

3. Apply for certification. Application review can take anywhere from six weeks to several months. There are several opportunities for response and appeal throughout the review stages (administrative, preliminary and appeal throughout the review stages (administrative, preliminary technical, and final technical reviews).

Hunter Douglas Contract & LEED

Detailed below we have identified a number of key areas where Hunter Douglas Contract can assist architects/designers in accumulating LEED credits.  The process of documenting these credits requires technical data from Hunter Douglas Contract and signed authority from the architect or engineer.  The template of this document can be found on the USGBC website (www.usgbc.org).    

EA Credit 1 (Optimize Energy Performance)
· The intent of this section is to achieve energy performance above the prerequisite standards to reduce environmental impacts associated with excessive energy use.

· Credits: 1 – 10

· Hunter Douglas Contract manufactures contract products with thermal reduction characteristics such as GreenScreen® reflective fabrics, Duette® honeycomb fabrics, specific horizontal blind slats, etc.) which reduce the energy use of air conditioning systems.  Credits are available for as little as a 5% reduction in measurable energy usage.

MR Credit 4.2 (Recycled Content)
· The idea here is to increase demand for building products that incorporate/have incorporated recycled content.

· Credits: 1 – 2

· Hunter Douglas Contract utilizes aluminum slats that are composed of 70% – 95% & 5% of plastic parts used in our products are Post-Industrial recycled content. The aluminum offal/process waste is gathered from other Hunter Douglas facilities worldwide and is melted down & reused for new slat material. Plastic is from process waste and is from runners or bad product.
MR Credit 5.1 (20% Manufactured Regionally)

· The intent of this section is to increase demand for materials and products manufactured in the region. To receive credit 20% of the building materials must be manufactured within 500 miles of the project. Manufactured only implies final assembly, not raw materials.

· Credits: 1

· Manufacturing facility sites: Cumberland, MD 21502/ Pinellas Park, FL 33782/ Murray, UT 84123/ Renton, WA 98055/ San Jose, CA 95131/ Poway, CA 92064/ Broomfield, CO 80020/ Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33309/ Bessemer City, NC 28016

EQ Credit 4.2 (Low-Emitting Materials: Paints and Coatings)

· The intent of this section is to reduce the quantity of indoor air contaminants.

· Credits: 1

· Hunter Douglas Contract GreenScreen® PVC-free sun screen fabric contains no VOCs and requires no off gassing commonly associated with traditional roller shades. All paints used to coat aluminum and or steel components used in the manufacturing of our contract products are lead free as described by federal law.
EQ Credit 6.1 (Controllability of Systems: Perimeter Spaces)

· The intent here is to provide a high level of thermal, ventilation and lighting system control by individual occupants or specific groups

· Credits: 1

EQ Credit 7.1 (Thermal Comfort: Compliance with ASHRAE 55-1992)
· Comply with thermal, humidity and air control standards outlined in ASHRAE 55 – 1992.

· Credits: 1

· This credit is available to buildings that regulate the above with 90% acceptability limits in both mechanically and naturally ventilated spaces.  Both internal and external shading/ window covering devices are potential solutions.

EQ Credit 8.1 (Daylight and Views: Daylight 75% of Spaces)

· Provide the building occupants a connection between indoor spaces and outdoors through the introduction of daylight into the regularly occupied areas of the building.

· Credits: 1

· Both external and internal shading/ window covering devices are potential solutions.  

ID Credit 1.1 – 1.4 (Innovation in Design)

· Innovation credits are available to buildings that substantially exceed the requirements outlined in the LEED certification manual.

· Credits: 4

